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SOTUS system and the violation of rights and freedoms: in the case of initiation

ceremony for first year students of Khon Kaen University

ABSTRACT

The research aims to study about the SOTUS system along with the rights and freedoms of
people in the case of initiation ceremony for first year students of
Khon Kaen University. The research aims to study whether the activity create the positive impacts or
negative impacts toward students. Besides, to study for the solution in the case of initiation ceremony to
effectively respond the harmful issues in term of right and freedom of all first year students.

Research Methodology is qualitative method by researching various documents such as news,
journals and magazines as well as online documents and academic research of experts. Interview is also
used in the form of qualitative method in acquiring data. There are two groups of people who will be
interviewed comprised of people who agreed with the system and activity and another group that
disagreed with the system and activity within KhonKaen University.

The final research found that the activity along with the SOTUS system cause both positive and
negative impacts toward students. In term of negative impacts, it causes mental unhealthy, fatisue and
the lack of personal freedom to the new students. However, the negative impacts does not only occur to
the new students but it is also unstoppable affects to all students continuously. When new students
became upper level student in the next year therefore they can use this SOTUS system toward activity
for younger students as a revenge from what they used to be treated when they were the first year
students. Hence, the system was negatively transferred to next generations continuously. Furthermore,
when students graduate from university. They will become inactive citizens along with easily allow to be
restricted from liberty resulting in inequality society in the end. For positive impacts, it is a practice of
patience for new students. To create discipline for students such as the activity allow students to be able
to sing university’s song which directly serves the purpose of organizing this activity by the university.
However, the researchers do believed that the activity does not require the use of SOTUS system in order
to achieve these objectives of university. There are still various ways to welcome first year students which
does not have to affect their rights and freedoms. The examples are the activity that contribute to social

benefits like collecting garbage, cleaning of governmental buildings or CSR activities for community etc.

Keywords : SOTUS system, rights, initiation ceremony for first year studen
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