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Local economic development through science, technology and innovation for
Community and locality: A case study of the Upper Northeast Coordination Center,

Ministry of Science and Technology.

ABSTRACT

The objectives of this research were 1) to study the problems of the local economy in the
Upper Northeast region and 2) to study the policy on promoting the application of research and
development for economic and social benefits. This study was a qualitative research. To allow
researchers to access in-depth interviews in order to study problems in the area, guidelines and
methods for promoting the application of science, technology and innovation for community and
local development, the target group were divided into 2 groups consisting of 1) government officials,
government employees and employees holding the policy and plan analyst position for a total of 3
people, and 2) general people, communities, and local people who used counseling services in the
scope of the Upper Northeast Coordination Center, Ministry of Science and Technology and from the
field survey for a total of 10 people. Data were analyzed using content analysis and conclusions were
drawn.

The results showed that the problems of local economy in the Upper Northeastern region
were caused by 3 factors, consisting of 1) people, community and local factors, 2) geosocial,
geographic, cultural, ethnic and intellectual factors of local people and 3) internal and external factors
affecting people and community. The policy on promoting the application of science, technology and
innovation played an important role in driving and solving local economy problems. The researchers
believe that promoting the extendable project will benefit people, community and locality. In this
regard, the context of the area should be considered for the solutions in order to determine which
areas need support and how to create the strength for that areas. Once the objective is known, it’s
easier to provide assistance and support. In addition, the policy on promoting the introduction of
science, technology and innovation into that community would be very useful. However, this must be
performed in conjunction with the application of some knowledge in the community and local areas

in order to achieve true development.

KeyWords : Local Economic Development, Science Technology and Innovation

Community and locality, Upper Northeast Region
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