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ABSTRACT

This research had the following objectives: (1) to study the status of local government
development planning by the Nakam Tambon Municipality in Ubonrat District, Khon Kaen Province; (2) To
study the problems and obstacles toward development planning in the Municipality; and (3) To propose
guidelines for improved development planning by the Municipality. Data were collected from key
informants using in-depth interviews and focus group discussion. Data were also collected by review of
related documents and observation. The 23 key informants include representatives from the political
section of administration, members of the Municipal Council, government civil services of the
Municipality, other staff of other related government agencies, and the representative population (1 each
from the 13 villages in the Tambon. This study found that there are numerous problems and obstacles
throughout the development planning process. This is attributable to the fact that the powers that be
still lack an appropriate sense of responsibility and concern about their duties. The Municipality does not

encourage the local population to participate in the planning process. There are no public forums. Thus,
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the development plans do not always reflect local concerns and needs and, thus, are not always
successful. The administrators hold conservative views and are not willing to change policy consistent
with current trends toward good governance principles. The local residents still don’t fully understand
their role and importance in the planning process, or they feel that their ideas and suggestions are
ignored. The projects that are really needed are not funded. Most of the Municipal projects are based
on the patronage system and cronyism for the personal benefit of a limited few. Thus, it is very urgent
that the Municipality adopt principles of good governance in their development planning process for the
public eood. There needs to be a culture of ethics, transparency, participation, dedication, and cost-
effectiveness in Municipal projects and programs.

ANEATY: N1FIRYILKY,NANTTTUNAUIES IMAUIAMUaUIA1 gneguashil fminvauwnu

KeyWords: development planning, good governance, Tambon Municipality Ubonrat District, Khon Kaen
Province
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